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April 15, 2010

The Conference on Good Governance, Peace, Security, and
Sustainable Development in Ethiopia and the Horn of Africa a
Resounding Success!

Summary
The three -day Conference on Good Governance, Peace, Security, and
Sustainable Development in Ethiopia and the Horn of Africa, held at the

Double Tree Hotel in Arlington, VA from April 9 -11 April, was a resounding
success. The conference whose honorary chair was the unjustly  impris oned
political leader Judge Birtukan Medeksa, offered an in -depth examination and
discussion of the challenges facing Ethiopia and the Horn of Africa, and the
prospects @dred soébdotr peace and good governanc
conference panels explored the prospects for advancing democracy, economic
development, and security and discussed how to undertake advocacy for a
people-oriented U.S. foreign policy towards Ethiopia and the Horn of Africa.

The underlying consensus and message of the participan ts was building
partnerships and collaborations on what was common to all and not to focus

on differences. The symposium was attended by close to a thousand people
over the three days coming from various parts of the United States and
Canada, and even Eur ope and Africa. For the first time, Conference
proceedings were streamed live for all to watch and at one point there were

nearly 15,000 observers around the world watching the live transmissions.
Furthermore, the audio of the proceedings was transmitted t 0 various virtual
facilities. Organizers noted that over 7500 listeners were variously in the
discussion facilities and there were 240,000 hits on the organizers websites!




PRAPES AOCT 1507 av@LP Y0t

Ethiopian National Priorities Consultative Process

dazssey Vor todagds,

P.O.Box 171, East Lansing, Michigan 48823, E-mail: secretariat@enpcp.org

Finally, Conference organizers are proud to note that not only a wide spectrum

of the Ethiopian Diaspora was represented at the conference reflecting the true
sentiments of the Ethiopian people but participants from the Horn of Africa
such as Eritreans, Somalis, and Sudan were present.

Key points that emerged from the conference:

1 Speakers noted that change in strategy and approach on
organizing the Ethiopian Diaspora is essential and acknowledged
that Ethiopians abroad have the power to demand a more
responsible engagement of the United States and the West with the
Horn of Africa. They also noted that changes in American policies
will not take place unless the Diaspora begins to work with and
engage U.S. representatives in Congress.

1 Participants discussed concerns that US unconditional assistance
to non -democratic regimes such as Ethiop i ads may | ead to f
instability of the Horn of Africa, which is ultimately detrimental to
U.S. interests.

1 Speakers posited that governance in Ethiopia suffers from deficits
of democracy, repeated violations of human rights, and limitations
on p e oabilitetdchoose their government.

1 Reduction of conflict, instability due to political turmoil, ethnic
violence, poverty, and bad governance continues to threaten
human security in Ethiopia and the Horn of Africa.
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Many speakers agreed advancing democracy , human rights and
good governance are the sine qua non to prevent conflict in
Ethiopia and the Horn and to promote the US national interests.

There was considerable discussion about the importance of
advocacy in promoting democracy, human rights and regio nal
stability.

Nearly all speakers underlined the undemocratic and authoritarian
nature of the current Ethiopian government of Prime Minister
Meles Zenawi.

Many highlighted the ever increasing unfair domination of the
Ethiopian political scene by a mono  -ethnic, self centered, brutal,
and corrupt clique headed by Prime Minister Meles Zenawi.

Several participants discussed concerns that US unconditional
assistancetonon -democratic regimes such
to further instability of the Horn of Afri ca, which is ultimately
detrimental to U.S. interests.

Many speakers decried the increasing amalgamation of political
power and business and financial favoritism, and the lack of
transparency appropriate control of Political party owned and
operated busine sses

Several speakers stressed the need for dialogue between Ethiopia
and Eritrea as people linked by culture, tradition, history, and
economics. The status quo is wasteful and costly to both.
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1 The current aggressive Land grab by foreign investors in Ethio pia
compromises Ethiopia's national security, and the livelihoods of
small holder peasant farmers, disturbs long -standing traditional
land tenure systems of certain regions.

1 Future conferences should attempt to address the lack of
representation of women a nd minorities in such discussions.
Conference organizers were urged to increase their efforts to
included Women, Muslims, and the young.

1 Many speakers protested the scheduling of sham elections when
key former political contenders are illegally held in Pri son for
crimes they did not commit.
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Daily Catalogue of Events

Friday April9, 2010

10:00 012:00 A.M Opening & Plenary Session

After Introductory remarks by Dr. Gezahegen Bekele, Executive Director of
Advocacy for Ethiopia (AFE), a nd a welcoming speech made by Ambassador
Imiru Zelleke -chairman of Ethiopian National Priorities Consultative Process,
the first day opened with a session that included Gerald LeMelle, Executive
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Director of Africa Action and Emira Woods, co -director of Fo reign Policy in
Focus, Institute for Policy Studies(IPS).

B Y,

Dr. Gezahegen Bekele, = AFE Executive Director
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Ambassador Imiru Zelleke -chairman of Ethiopian National Priorities Consultative Process
Session co -chairs: Dr. Getachew Metaferia & Ambassador Ayalew Mandefro

Mr. LeMelle and Ms. Woods explained to the conference audience that they
were surprised when they were visited by officials from the Ethiopian embassy
and were requested to refrain from speaking at or sponsoring the conference,
labeling theorgani zer s of the conf erBethspeakessstrongher r or i s
rejected this approach of attempting to silence a Diaspora which comes
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together to engage in civil discourse about the challenges facing Ethiopia and
the Horn. Ms. Woods stated that it was not too long ago that the United States
removed Mandela from the list of terrorists

Gerald LeMelle, Executive Director of Africa Action

Ms. Woods and Mr. LeMelle spoke about the short -sighted nature of a U.S.
foreign policy which ignores the long term effe cts of providing support for
authoritarian regimes and contributing to conditions in which regions like the
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